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Now that the proposed amendment to the

city charter, so aptiy designated by Captain
Smoot as a "monstrosity," lias beeD exhibited
in its true light, aud its ambiguity, absurJit}
aod inconsistency exposed; aod since it has
beeD determined that should it be ratific i

every officer aod clerk io the employment ui
the city, except the members of the City Coun¬
cil, whose election it has abolished, will have
to be elected by the people, necessitating bal¬
lots ot interminable length aud an untold num¬

ber of candidates, it is to be hoped that not

only the property owners, who are opposed to

it almost to a man, but ail who have any regard
for the peace aod prosperity of city will take
the trouble however disagreeable it may be,
to go to the polls on Thursday and vote against
tin raiidcatioD of the objectionable measure.

If it be desirable that the officers who were

eUctive by the people prior to the adoption oi

tin- existing charter should be selected as for¬
merly,the charter can be so amended,properly,
next wiuter, but until that be done those who
have the slightest interest in the wellareot the

city should do all io their power to prevent the
city lrom sharing the odium that attaches
to the Legislature for passing such a toolisn
bill, and to save themselves from the annoyai.ee
that would ensue ujjoo its adoption.

Senator Mi-rton's frieDds, like those of Mr.
Blaiue, say they are confident that when thai
Senator rises to explain, the charge that lie
retained *260,UOO of the $2,000,OUU appropria¬
tion for arming the truly loyal ot the seceded
States wili vanish iuto thin air. It would
have beeu better tor Mr. Blaine had he called
for a committee of investigation, aud Mr. Mor-
t .n will do well not to follow his example, es¬

pecially as it appears .hat a few days ago Rep¬
resentative Sprioger, of lllioois, called at the
Treasury Department and wished to iximiue

the war accounts oi Seuator Morton wiilie he
was Governor oi ludtaua. lhe Secretary de¬
clined to permit >uoh examination unless Sen¬
ator Morton, or some friend for htm, shuulu
be present, aud iul'oimed Seuator Morton o!

what had occurred.

It is dow said io \\ asbington that the Kcal
Estate I'ool Couimiitoe will again summon

Hal let Ki I bourn as a witness before it, and
that should he agaio refuse to answer the

questions propounded to him the same course

taken previously in his ease will be repeated,
with the exception that the Speaker will re

tu-c to certify the inaiter to the grand jury for
indictment, and that such a refusal would plaC"
him without the perview of the Courts.

It is now generally believed that the im

pcaehuient of ex-Secretary Belknap will fail,
because the Radical Senate, with Mr. Conk
ling as assistant counsel for the defence, io or¬

der to relieve t^ie administration of the odium
that would attach to conviction, will decide
that his resignation barred such action, and as

it is not probable that the graud jury will fiud
a bill against him, he will go scot free.

Some of the former Independents of Rich
mood are dissatisfied with the action ot the
Conservative Committee in deciding that ne¬

gro, s shall not take part io the primary elec-
tiou to be held in that city, and have culled a

meeting to determine what ci.ur<e to pursue.
Dr. A. S, McRae, a prouiiueut Independent,
has renewed his allegiance to the Conserva¬
tive paity.
The assumption ot the title of Kmpriss by

<2'i*ccu Victoria is Dot approved by someot her
subjects, but they evidently belong to the class
ol chronic discontents whom nothiug will please.
The Kuglishmen in this State are making ar¬

rangements for celebrating the Queeu's birth¬
day in Petersburg.
The Secretary ot the Ceutennial Commission

says that Commission has "no intention ol em¬

ploying Virginia negroes on the Centennial
grounds." The best grounds for Virginia ne¬

groes to work upon are Virginia grounds, and
the sooner they find that out the better it will
be tor them.

The decision of Speaker Kerr, th«t nothing
but what is germain to an appropriation biil
can be tacked on to it, will, in future, prevent
the passage of such "job* bills as have hereto¬
fore been pushed through Coogress at the end
ot the sessiou.by beiug incorporated with ih se

bills.
The charges against Secritary Bristow for

bribery in the case of the bark Mary Merritt,
have not been sustained. The couutry wishes
the same could be said about the charges that
hare been made against some of the other
tu - tubers ot the President s Cabinet.

The Norfolk Virginia says : "To-night the
sovereigns of the fourth Ward meet at leunis
oyster pueking house, on Gosport Bridge, aod
enjoy a political oyster roast. I he sovereign*
of the wards in-this city would ot object to a

similar entertainment.

Strange as it may seem, white men are even

yet put on the block in North Carolina, and
sold by public auction, aud in some instances,
lately, the purchasers have been negroes. Lib
erty aud equality !

The Spring meeting of the Washington
Driving Park, at" the course, near Benning's
Statiou, will commence to-morrow, aud eou-

tiuue for four -days.

Roger A. Pryor is one of the delegates from
Ne w York to the National Democraiie Con-
yention.

N£\YS OF TI1E DAY.

Bernard Bailey committed suicide in St. Louis
on Saturday by shoot inn himself through the
heart, lie left a letter describng. "for the
benefit of uiodioa1 men and religious and moral
pin osophers, ih«* physica', menial and m.»rai
f-elings of a suicide," and also iutiui.-itim: that
utp quit'd 'tuv imp"l!ed him to ki'l himslf.
Rt'd .ph Wood, a^-od 29, shot himself through
the tu art in Philadelphia on Saturday, while
laboring U'i'ler temporary insanity. He was j
connected w:rh the fiim of Dialogue it Co.. ol j
Camd n N. J. Pr f. Bhke, known a» a "mind
re t ier," committed suicide by poison in San
Fimmcisco, r»n Thursday. Id health and poverty
led to the deed.
A meeting of members of tbe Butter and

K.-g Association was held in Baltimore, on Sa-
turiay, to take some action in reference to the
introduction in that market of a substitute for
but'er known to the trade as "oleo-margarine."
The article is manufactured in that city, at a

cost of about fifteen cuts a pound, from lea!
fat worked through flesh milk, and when weli
"doctored," closely resembles Iresh print but¬
ter.

It is pi. btbly that the Treasury officials will
soon make some changes in the issuing of sil¬
ver,owing to the general inclination of the peo¬
ple to hold on to the fractional currency in an¬

ticipation of its scarcity, If this hoarding con¬

tinues some additional legislation by Congr< s-

may even become necessary to meet the diffi¬
culty.

At. St. Henedine, Dorchester county, Cana¬
da, Thursday last, a girl named Labouillier, a

seamstress by vocation, shot and killed Mrs.
Murphy, a lady for whom she was wotking.
She then gathered up all the valuables she
could carry and tried to escape, but was ar¬

rested.
Richard M. Corwine, formerly of Ohio,' and

an eminent practioner of .law before courts in
Washington, died there Saturday night, in the
04th year of his age.

VIRGINIA NEWS.

The Manassas Gazette says: Mr. R. R.
Reeves who lives about two miles from this
place had twenty-four sheep, and nine lambs
killed on Monday night last out of a flock ol'
ubi.'Ut fifty. On Tuesday morning Mr. Reeves
weut out to salt his sheep and found tbem miss
iug;ina short time however, he discovered
some terribly bit and tore. He then sent lor
an old hound belonging to a neighbor which
after a little skirting struck the trail and fol
lowed the dog about fuur miles to the yard of
Mr. George W. Mitchell. Mr. Reeves dis*
eovered the dog bespattered with blood and on

Mr. Mitchell's refusing to kill him got out a

warrant aud Constable Weeijou w s ordered to

kill the dog.
The Petersburg Index, says: The report of

Mr. G. W. Carter's returning to the ministry
has been denied ; but there is no question of
the fact that he has recently re married, and
to a widow with two children, as correctly sta¬
ted in tiiis paper, in advance of all other jour¬
nals in the world. The bridegroom whose sud-
df u disapp'-aranee whs the cause of so much
excitement the other night, has since married,
but to auother lady than the oue who made
ready for him in this city, and who was so pjr-
fi n us ydeserttd. Wc should think his con¬

science would keep him unhappy, nothwith-
Minding hH the repoiteddelights oi'tho honey¬
moon season.

The Staunton correspondent of the Rich¬
mond Dispatch, says: Mr. LewisDtfTVubau^h,
a farmer orj Stribliog Springs road,near Staun¬
ton, heard a spring-gun which he had placed
in his chicken-house explode, and also heard
s me cxcitcd conversation between some men.

In the morninc, on eoiog to the house, ho
IV und Henry Hughson, a notorious colored
thief, lying on the grouod shot through the
abdomen by the rifle-ball. Me was placed in a

w»g »n and brought to jail. He says a white
mau and six negroes were with him, but es¬

caped. He laid on the grouod until in the
morning. The wourd was examined by Dr.
McChesney, an ! is considered by him mortal.

Capt. A. D. Payne has been elected County
Superintendent of the Conservative nrgauiz;
tion in Fauquier county, vice T. N. Latham,
resigned.

Col. R II. Dulany has resigned his position
as member nl the Board of Visitors of the
University ol Virginia.

Lcftor from Haitimore.
[Correspondence of 'he Aiexandria Gaz.-tte.]
Baltimork, April 30, 1870..Tho General

Conference or the .Methodist Episcopal Church
will moot in this city to-morrow, Ht 9 o'clock, in
t 'O Academy of Music, which has been engaged
for the occasion. Already h largo number of
delegates have arrive 1, and it is expected that
the Conference will bo one of tho largest and
most interesting ever held. Du-ing its contin¬
uance h paper will bo issued from tho offico of
the "Evening News" under the title of the
1 Dailj' Christian Advocato," which will contain
verbatim reports of the procoodings.

Kcv. M->sos Hoge, D.D., of Richmond, last

night repented his celebratod.oration which was

delivered at the unveiling of tho statue of
Stonewall .lackson. The Academy of Music-
was completely tilled, and tho largo audience
was delighted. On the stage were Gov. John
Leo Carroll, H. R. Douglass, Gen. Trimble,
Hon. Judge Inglis and Rev. Messrs. Feterkin,
GYammer, Mcllvaino and LeFevre.

Business in every branch is now reviving, and
tho prospects are goo_d for a brisk summer trade.
The Holiday Street Theatre closed last night for
the season The Opera House, Central and
Front Stroot Theatres will, however, remvin
open for some time yet, and are drawing gjod
houses.
The Fifth Regiment (who, by the way, are

loud in their praises ot' Alexandria hospitality)
lart night determined to send a picked company
of IU9 men t . the contennial. The company
will be commanded by Lt. Col. Loney as Cnp-
tain, with Captains Zollinger, Brown and Lips
comb as Lieutenants The company will leave
Baltimore on the 3d of July, and will upon its
arri\ai in Philadelphia be placed at the disposal
of the Commander of the Centennial .Legion.
The regiment has also determined to give a

May ball at their spacious armory during the
coming month.
To-moriow the old police magistrates who

have had charge of the six police stations will
«ive way to the new apnointees of the Governor,
'whose salary is lixed at $2100 per annum without
fees.
The favorite old steamer Columbia, so well

known to all Alexandrians, has recently b-jen
completely overhauled and placed in tip top
order, and wiU during the coming season tako a

lar^e number of persons to tho centennial.
Judge Gilmor, of the Criminal Court, yester

day in a lengthy decision gave it as his opinion
that the operations of the Sunday liquor lswdul
not apply to the Maryland, Allstun, Germanis
Maennerchor and other clubs, a .d to-day these
resort* are crowded with numbers of bibulous
visitors.

Messrs. Jas. J. Kavanaugh, of the News, and
Mr. Augustus A. Hall, ol tho American, were

last night appointed delegates to the Intorna
tional Typ< graphical Union Convention, which
meet" in PhiiMile'phia in July next.
The new steamer Florida, of the Norfolk lino,

wiil make her first trip to tho "City by tho 5-ea"
to-morrow hfternoon. She is, boyond doubt,
the iHstest and finest boat sailing from Baltimore
The Rennert H .use, which h*3 become a Ia-

V'»ritv« stopping piace for Alexandrians and Vir-

piuiaiis generally has just b-en thoroughly re

juvenated, and is now one of the finest hotels in
the city. During the races which will take
plnco at Pimiico, comtut'ncinic on the 23d in.-t.
it will be the boa hjunrters tor tho majority oi

the interested parties. More A>on\

foreign news.
The Turks have achieved a triumph over

the Christian insurgents by raising the siege
of Nicsic and defeating them in a preliminary
battle. The order.- to the Servian militia to
be ready to tmreh at twenty-four hours notice
indicate an ext-mion of the war. The Turkish
Government has sent a note to the rowers
caliioir their attention to the aid rendered by
M»>nt negro to the insurgents, but disclaiming
any intention of attacking Montenegro. Abu
Petersburg dispatch says the Porte has not
asked for the intervention of the Power?, but
merely their good offices to prevent the insur¬
gents from obtaining extraneous aid.
At the recent conference between represen¬

tatives of European Powers and some of the.
Cardinals allusion was made to the possibility,
in the event of a vacancy occurring in the Holy
See, of the election oi a Pope tavorabie to a

conciliatory policy. The Cardinal replied by
pointing to the continued excellence of the
Pope's heabh, and the consequent improbabil¬
ity of a sneedy vacancy. In conclusion tbey
stated that' the respective Governments would
he convinced that, considering the universal
unanimity of the Catholic Church, the future
Pope would in nowise alter the present policy.
The Spanish Government is proceeding to

wards the abrogation of the tree cjostitution
of the Basque provinces, and the Congress has
refused to repeal the guarantee of religious tol
erattou in Spain.
At supplementary elections in Paris and Bor¬

deaux yesterday, moderato Republicans were

elect; d to the Legislative Assembly over the
Radical and 13jnapartist candidates.
Tbe German Go' o nment has issued a de¬

cree restoring the ri-iht ol suffrage to inhabi¬
tants of Alsace aud Lorraine who retain their
French nationality.
Heavy fraud's on the revenue by smuggling

have been discovered at Cardenas, Cuba.
The tr ubles in B.irbaduus continue undi

minislied.

The Coal Trade.
A writer in the Cumberland News of Satur¬

day says: "The Borden company closed ope¬
rations on Wednesday indefinitely. I he frank¬
lin aod Pi a1 ix resumed work a few days ago
at old rates, to supply certain pressing but lim¬
ited orders, proposing to stop again as soon as

they shall have shipped four or five thousaod
tons. The New Central company, having some

important steamship supplies to furnish, will
r,?uiuj w^rk lor a limited time on Monday
next. The Hamburg and lumao lines of
steamships have turnc I their consumption to
the ciea; field region. These lines were always
furnished Irom our region. The price made
was fifty ceots per ton beluw the lowest oner nt
Cumberland coal, and it is not improbable that
the bulk of this important stcaoirhip trade will
be wholly lost to our region.
"The high rates ol Ir-iuht imposed by the

Consolidation compmy and the high wages
paid the miners are direct causes ul this most
serious blow to the Cumberland trade. I he
Clearfield production is running more than
double what it was last year. while our own

output has declined about 8<iO<>U_tous com¬

pared with the same pniou ol 1M7;>. A fur¬
ther enormou- loss ol trade fi>r our field is now
almost inevitable, and it -eems certain that
the mining population will learn from bard ex

perience the lessons which the most reliable
companies have endeavored to submit to their
own rea-on aud judgment. I bey will believe
when to » late that their work was only to have
been saved through fair and necessary conces¬
sion affecting the cost of production.
"The out'o k is a most gloomy ooc, and

without immediate co-operation on the part < f
the mtnei8 tbe year will be inevitably lost.
The News says: "The Central Cqal Com¬

pany will resume operations on Monday next,
at 05 cents per ton. J he management state
thai the resumption is bu' temporary, as they
wiil shortly close up again, and for this season
if |h i present situation as to mining and freight
prices c« ntiu'ic.

^ .

"Hie situation intcn-ifies. A bad outlook is

the ouiy one we now s< e.
'

.

The Annapolis c 'respondent ol the i>alti-
more Sun says: "Mr. John P. Poo, counsel
for the Consolidation Coal Company aud the
Cumberland and Piediu-mt Itiilioad Company,
lately the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Kail-
road"Company, and transferred to the Consoli¬
dation c nnpu'iv, made nn argument before
Governor Carrol! the pas- week, for the pur¬
pose of i idueing him to instruct the attorney
general to witl.lj -Id she proposed suit of the
Sta'e against the company, which h-is been
couinn need to deprive it of its charter for al¬
leged ^vision of the law passed at the recent
session of the Legislature, fixing the rate of
freight for coal at two ceots per too per mile.
The G tvtr or suggested as a compromise that
the railroad company continue shipping coal,
receiving two cents per ton for freight aod af¬
terwards bring suit against the coal companies
for the recovery of the additional one cent- per
ton. and t.hus bring the question before the
courts lor settlement. It is understood that the
Cumberland and Piedmont company declined
to accede to the suggestion, and is still exact¬

ing the three ci nts per ton freight, and that
the suit against it will uot be withdrawn by the
attorney general. It is stated that all the coal
companies iu the Cumberland regiou, except
the Maryland, which has stopped operations,
aod the American, are now shipping ooal from
i heir mines at three cents per ton per mile to
points where it either reaches the Baltimore
and Ohio road or the Chesapeake and Ohio
canal. The N. w Central will commence ship
ments to day. ' The suspension of opetaiions in
the coal regiou originally resulted largely from
a -trike on tbe part of the miuers against a re¬
duction of their wages, and since then the
tr .uble about the freight has been a disadvan¬
tageous element."
Shipments of coal from Cumberland, Md.,

for the week ended April 29, amounted to 12,
529 tons 3 cwt. by the Chesapeake aod Ohio
canal, being an increase of 7.419 tons IS cwt.
as compared with the previous week, and an
increase of 2,255 tons 12 cwt. as compared with
the corresponding period ol 1875 Ihe Con¬
solidation Coal Company sent out 62 boats du¬
ring the week, the Borden company 16, the
Blaeo Avon 9, the New Central 2, and the In¬
dividuals 7; total 96. A large shipment con¬
sidering tbe comparative "dead-lock" in the
coal trade.

_____

The new Catholic Cathedral at Savannah,
was dedicated with imposing ceremonies yes¬
terday morning. There was an immense at¬
tendance from other cities. Archbishop Bay-
ley, of Baltimore; Bishops Quiolan. of Mobile;
Lynch, of Charleston; Nerot,ofSt. Augustine;
Gibboos, of Richmond ; aod about thirty cler
gymen from all parts of the country were pre¬
sent. The High Pontifical Mass was grand, and
alse tile li'St production in this country of Carol
Gr eth's grand mass, with organ aud an orches¬
tra of twen.y-eight instruuimts and chorus of
sixty voices. 1 he dedication sermon was

preached by Bishop Lyneh. ol Charleston,
greeting to Bishop Gross, by tathC'^Roillv. oi
Atlanta. At the evening service, Grand 1 >u-

tideal Vespers, the sermon was preached by
Father Way rich, of Baltimore. Lx'iirsionists
from Char e-to:'. M >con, Augusta, Atlanta,
Columbus, Dallas aod other p.nuts were pre-
sent.

The Finance Committee o! the City Council
jf Columbus Ohio, having failed to make pro¬
vision for the payment of the police,the Police
Commissioners issued an order directing the
Superintendent to disband his force this morn¬
ing.

| Communicated.
The Mayoralty (liiesUon.

The fa ft that, under the charter, cur present
worthy and ufTicient Mayor is eligible lor re¬

election, is so indisputable t hat it would socio to

be a waste of time, and the doing of an unneces¬

sary thing to reply to tho assaults untie by Dr.
J. B. Johnson upon that position. Though
some think the argument* uspd against Mr.
Kemper's eligibility are so ludicrous as to be
unworthy the compliment of an answer, yet to

preveot well moaning. but unthinking persons
from being deceived I propose to devote a lit¬
tle time to an rx'im'nation of the question.
The 34th section of the act of 1S70.*71, page

132, amending the charter of the city of Alex¬
andria, is as follows :

"The Miyor of the city of Aloxandria shall
be annua'ly olr.'Cted by Ute qualified voters at
the times and plac*e and in the manner thnt
mombers of the City Council j-.re elected ; pro¬
vided that th.A present incumbent of said < Lfie *

shall hold his oflico for thu time fur which he
was elected under tho existing laws. He shall
hold his office fur one year, and until a succes¬
sor is chosen and qualified in hid itead. at the
oxpiration of which perioi he may bo re-elect¬
ed for two terms Eucerisively, and no longer
until he shall have been out cf cilice for one

y*ar." %

"He shall, before he enter- upon the duties
of his office, take ao oath or affirmation in the
presence of the City Council faithfully to exe¬

cute his said office, which shall be recurdi 1 iu
its hook of proceedings. Tit; shall see that the
laws of the Corporation be duly executed: and
in the eveot of the removal of any offier by
his order, he shall communicate the fact with
his reasons therefor to the City Council with¬
out delay, that the vacancy may be fiile !. He
shall have power to convene tb_* City Council
whenever, in his opinion, the good of the com¬

munity may r»quire it: and he shall lay be¬
fore the City Council from time to time, iu
writing, such alterations in the law* ol the
Corporation as be shall deam necessary or prop¬
er. He shall have and exercise all the powers
of a justice of the peace within the said city,
and shall receive for his services, anuually, a

just and reasonable compensation, to be allow¬
ed and fixed by the City Council, which .-h ill
not be increased or diminished during .lie pe
riod for which he shail have been elected. The
election of Mayor and members of the Board
of Aldermen and Common Council shall be
held on the fourth Thursday in May. I.S71, and
on the fourth Thursday iu every succeeding
year thereafter, at such places and by such pcr-
son« as the Ci'y Council shall select."

Before proceeding to anal^z-j this section and
show what docs it meau, let us keep these two
facts iromincntly before us, v.z :

1st That when the law, of which the above
is a part, was passed, :he then "incumbent"
was Hugh Litham, c-q...a gentleman exceed
ingly tenaci .us of his rights.
2nd That Mr. Litham had, previous to the

passage ol that law, been elected Mayor (or
the term o\ two years, and at the time ol its
passage hi- icruj nad not near expired.
These two thiugs have bceu overlooked in

all previous discussions ol this question, and
yet they have a most important bearing uputi
it, and enable U- to fiud the meaning of the
luw without dffieulty.
Now let u- take up so much of the o4th

section as bears upon the case, sentence by
sentence, and see if it-1 meaning is not so plain
that he who runs may read :
"The Mayor of the city <»i Alexandria shall

be annually elected by the quahli'd voters, at
the times and placs and in the manner that
members of the City Council are elected.''
There is nothing ambiguous about that .it

refers to all Suture Mayors of Alexandria, not
to Mr. Latham merely, but t.. all that may
come after him until time shall be no more,
or the Legislature changes its mind. It is the
only law now in (xstcnco authorizing u^ to
elect a Mayor.

"Provided, that the pre- 'nt incumbent of
said office shall hold hi - offiee for the time for
which ho was elected, under the exi-ting iaws."
The present inciiuibent. as we have already

said, was Mr. Latham. At the time he was

elected "the. existing laws" lixed the Mayor's
term of office at two years, and lie had a right
to serve during that period. Iu IS71, some of
the people, it matters net whom nor why,
wanted the charter am. ii led in s vera! p iriicu-
lars, and among "t,h r- to change the Mayor's
term of office to one year with the privilege
or right to be re elected for two succes¬
sive term-. A bill was prepared containing
that provision, and naturally and righteous¬
ly Mr. Latham hecaue alarmed. He rep
resontcd to those who favored the bill that
if it was passed a- it stood he efh-et wou'd be
to legis'ate him ou* of nearly, it quite half the
term for which he had been lawfully elected.
Recognizing the justice of his claim, they, at
his instaoce, as we are informed, inserted the
above proviso in the draft of the bill, and it
means oolhing more than if the Legislature had
said, "We will let Mr. Latham serve out the
term for which he was elected, and the law
ehangiog the term to one year shall not go into
operation until he stops down and out." The
proviso, therefore, h the only part of the whole
8-ction that relates exclusively to Mr. Lai ham,
and it was inserted to quiet his apprehensions.
The entire remainder of the section refers to
the Mayor, whoever he may be, and not to Mr.
Latham solely, and we will prove it :

"He shall hold his office forone year and un¬

til a successor is chosen ami quaiticiin his
stead, at the expiration of wloch period he
may be re elected for two terms successively,
and no longer, until he shall have been our. ol
office for ond year."
Who is meant by "He?" N >t Mr. Litham

alone, surely, for the L'gisla'ure had settled
his ease by giving him his fu'l term. They cut
imo the thread ol the section for the \ urpose
of legislating for him, and having finished that
part of the bu-iness, they began at the point
where they had left off. and resumed the eon

sideration of the real ut-j ct of the sectiou, viz :

the Mayor generally, aiid not Mr. Latham iu
particular. The Legislature did nut mean that
Mr. Latham should "hold his offioc for one

year," for tbey had just provided that he
6hould huld it for his lull term, viz : two years,
or such part thereof as might theu have re¬

mained. Oae must, in construing a statute, en¬

deavour to harmonizj apparent conflicts and not
give it a meaning which will cau-e the L"gi<-
lature to appear to contra lict itself. Clearly,
therefore when the Legislature said, "7/c .-hall
hold his office for one year," &<¦.,. they were

referring back to what they had begun to
legislate abiut, to wit: The May >r of the city
generally The "He" they meant wis he wfn.m
the qualified voters should annudly elect for
Mayor.
But it is not neces-ary to rely on arguments

solely to show that the pronoun "lie" as there
used refers to all mayors tl ai might thereafter
be elected by the people i f this city, for it is
eonciu-ively shown by the connection in which
it is subs* qucotly used in this same section 34,
c g.% "lie sli ill .-ee that the law- of the c >r-

potation be duly executed." "Un .-hall hav
power to convene the City C"Uncn," «fcc. "i/lr
shall have and exercise all the powers of a jus¬
tice of i l;e peace." &c.
Do all these "lie's" refer only to Hugh

Latham, the then "present incumbent," as

"strict cotisiructiou" would have us believe?
Certainly not. They refer to and are com

manded by the L gisiature to all incumbents,
and constitute the rules for I heir guidance.
Che chart for every mayor of Alexandria.
What, then, di»f s this whole clause mean?

Simply this and nothing iu ire nor les-'ban
that he who is elected miyor by tin- qnalijUd
voters for one year, may a1 the end of that
year be re eiected twice in succession, so as to
make in all three years of continuous service
under ekction by the qualified voters before
he becomes disqualified. I

Any Alexandrian, therefore, who is a suf¬
fragan, may be pieced mayor three times con¬
secutively by tbo qualified^ voters of the city.Mr. K m per has Deeu*clected but twice
ilirouuh ihiit agency. The Legislature has nut
said that everybody but Mr. Kemper may be
>o elected. He is consequently eligible lor one
more term.

S«> much for the meaning of the law.
In answer »o this we hear it said : "Hut Mr.

K.'inpur. ju-t previous to his first election by
the qualified voters, was elected by the CityCouncil to fill Mr. Berkeley's unexpired term.
He has, therefore, had his three terms, and
should cive way to Dr. J. B. Johnson." This
is au utter absurdity. Suppos - the City C"Un
cil had elected him not ooly on one but on
forty differen' occasions to fill as many unex¬
pired terms, does not the act plaiuly say that
he may. uererth'dess, be elected three times in
succession by the, qualified voters? Is there
anything in the act which says or can be con¬
strued to mean that au election by the City
Council to fill a three months' vacancy shall
have the same disqualifying effect as an elec¬
tion by the people for one year? When the
Legislature uses the words "qualified voters"
does it refer to the twenty four Councilmen of
the city, or does it refer to the great voting
population of the city?
The answers to these questions suggest

themselves immediately to every unbiased
mind, and they render Dr. Johnson's position
not only untenable, but as he is a sensible man
they must be unpleasant to him.
We will present to Mr. Kvmper's opponents

a hypothetical case. Suppo-e the Legi?hture
h:i<i enacted that the term of office of the
Mayor of Alexandria should be one year, ami
thai the same person cu!d be elected to tha:

by the qualified voters but once', and sup¬
pose that Mi. Berkeley had resigned five days
before his term expired aud Mr. Kemper had
been elected by the City Council to fill the va¬

cancy, do you mean to assort, either as a pro¬
position of law or of common sense, that Mr.
KiJUiper would not at the end of those five
days be eligible for election by the qualified
v iters of the city for the term of one year ?
You could not say that, and yet it is but car

rying your arguments against his eligibility for
a third term to their legitimate re.-ult, and is a

forcible illustration of the absurdity of your
present position.

But, they add, Mr. Kemper has been in'the
office a looe time, and he ounht to be satisfied.
Probably he is, but the people are not. Th< y
have tjicd him and he has not been found
wanting. The principle of rapid rotation in
office is a humbug, and the cause of more mis-

1 management and bad government (ban any! other of the many false political doctrine? so
oft'-n referred to. To turn an officer out be¬
cause lie has been a loot time in, is like to dis¬
missing master workmen and hiring appren¬
tices. The duties of every offiee must be learn¬
ed, and when a per-on lias held it long enough
to learn them, is it not the part of discretion
and sound judgment to keep him there, rather
than supply his place with one, who, be h-
t ver s » capable, cunuot become perfec ly famil¬
iar with his duties before his term ha* x
pired? First Ward.

(Communicated.
.'.scraps From History."

! People who undertake the writing of history
(even in scraps) are expected to study their
subj ct, acd iriv« facts rather than tuesses and
hereKay. "Rotation" is singularly unfortunate

j in both his dates and deductions. The late
Ivicar Snuwden became Mayor of Alt x mdria,

| by election of Council, in l>49. and was re-

j elected in 1S4I and 1842 ; Alexandria was re-

troc«'ded to Virginia in 184G-7, four wars

after he had yone out of office.
It is true that the electiou of Mayor having

been given to the people, by Congress, Mr
! Snowdeo, who was always a great favorite with
<>ur people, was strongly urged to cootiouc in
office, in 1843, it being held that the amend¬
ment of the charter allowed him a new serie.-
of three more terms, and that, being doubt i ul

j about that construction ot it, he refused to
i allow the use ul his name; but he did not give
way to the late Robert G. Violett, in tln'sei.s
that the present incumbent is asked to give
way lor "Rotation;" for Mr. \ . not only did
not seek the offiee, but ii was thru<t upon him,
and alter hoidrng it a single week, he re-

signed.
So much for the facts; now for the mural

"Rotation" deduces from th«. tu. "Mr. Snow-
den," he savs, "knew that his party's* sueccss
wnsof more importance to him than the salary
of the offic," and he infers that he gracefully
retired '"because a portioo of his party de¬
manded it." nyw, the first party contest in
our municipal affairs took place in \larch, 1S45,
two years after Mr. Snowdens retirement and
was caused by the nomination of Col. Shay for
Mayor, and a full ticket for Couucil by the
Democrats. Up to that time that party,though
in a minority of three to ode, as the re-ult of
the first party cootest showed, had had its full
share of office under the city government ; or
rather good men had been elected without p'f
erenee to politics, for there were no primary
election* then, aod those only who had taxes »«#

pav could vote. At the vt-ry time of which
"Rotation" speaks, the late Robert Brocket!,
as uncompromising a Democrat as ever lived,
was President of Council, elected bycentlemen
who differed from him toto cmio, and that too
at a time svheQ politics in Alexandria, and
throughout the country, ran much higher than
they do now. Are offices created for the ser¬
vice of the people, or for the "emolument" ol
the holders, as "Rotation" seems to think?
and i* it not the office seeker, rather than the
office holder, whose "grceu" is destroying the
Conservative party?

A nti-Rotation.

Gen. Howard, of Whitehall, Beaufort Dis¬
trict, South Carolina, left his house io a one-

horse carriage on the morning of the 16th of
April for the postoffiee, eight miles away. On
his returo, as he was driving along as his cus
torn was, with his head dowD, allowing his
horse to have his own way, a party ot negroes
who had heard that he expected to receive
money by the mail weot up to the rear of his
carriage, and with a gun placed wit hio a foot
of his head literally blew his brains out. Then
they dragged him from the carriage and rifi>*d
his pockets, io which they found fifty cents.

9iakkiei).
By Hev. C. A. .Joyce, at Fairfax Ct. House,

on the 13th of April, Mr. J AS. W DARK to
Miss REBECCA A, loyd, all of Fairfax co.

By tbe same, at Zion [Episcopal] Church, Mr.
ROBERT BRUCE DuUGLAS, of Manassas
to M;ss madge H. RICHARDSON, of Fair¬
fax Court House.

tpsrThe regular monthly meeting of the Hy-
driuiion Stenn Fire Company will be held on

Tuesday, May 2d, at 8 o'clock. Pur.etual at-
tendam-e is requested.
my 1 2t B. P. Tukner, Secretary.

i or.ih yvvunsuii's.
is soluti ON.

The copartnership heretofore existing b i ween
the undersigned, under the firm name oi J NO.
.1, jam1kson CO., is this day disaolv-d by
inuuinl consent Jn >. J. Jumieson will sott'e
the business of the i»te tirm.

lewis McKENZIB.
my 1-1m jno. J. J amiefjon.

Notice of copartnership.from
this date mr Jno. .1 Jamieson will boas¬

ts icitited with me in theconductof aGEN ERAL
COM MISSION BU>IN ESS, under the style of
R. M. LAWSON & jamieson.

R. M. lawson.
Alexandria, Va., May 1, 1876.lm i

LOCAL BREVITIES
lining i lie tale of w *»«1 yesterday ev»-niug,the Maryland ferry s.utinr Yiri'ifiia, whileun-deavoriiu: to make a trip to this city from the

opposite shore, was blown airround on the fl,ii
and remained fur over an hour. A number ut'
j»crf>or>> from this city w o had hem attending
a chris!» nnig party ai Broad Creek Church
were o hoard >1 t:.e bo^i. :<nd the la iicsof the
party were much alarmed by the bumping uf
the tioaf on the b.tr. The sreamir wa> finally
irotfoo afl »at and brought t«» this city by ifoin^around the bar near the lower ferry. This
morninjr, owing to the low water she was com¬
pelled tn make all her trips by that route.
The match game ol base ball between the

Cadet Club of St. John's Academy and the
Resolute Club, which tmk place near Colro.is
ou Sa'u diy, resulted in favor ol tin- former ny
a score ol Io to 10. This w is the ttrsi nun-
of the season and will probably be followed br¬others.

Durincr the month of April then have be a
is.-ued from the office of th-» Clerk o! the Cor¬
poration Couit, f ur marriage hc-nsos, and >ix-
te^n deed.- hav been recjrded. In the Clerk's
office ol' the County <'.>urt there were eigh;
m irriage licenses and eighteen deeds.
As will be seen by a no:ice elsewhere, the

tirai of John J Jacuiesun & Co. has beeu d;s-
solved, and M ssr>. Hubert M. LiWSon and J.
J. Jiitn'.eson nave formed a copartnership to
carry on the gener ;l commission business.
A young geuticmau <1 tnis city, in attempt-iug i jump ft to 'he 10 o'e! ck hieal traiij Irotu

Washing! n. a; Portr.er's B w ry, tlw- morn
inc, lost tr.s 'uoiing and fell t . tne ground, in
tiic:lua severe wuuud over hi» eye.

fhe services ol the month oi May, which is
especially devoted t> the li .-u .tr of the IJ.ess dVirgin M iry, will be held a; St. M try'.- Church
at 7:3<» o'eluck. thi.- evening, aou every even¬
ing during iIk month except Saturdays

Thi- wt- May day, but lew d'thejuris ol the
city got up early enough this morning to t> !l
their fortune by breaking . trc-hly lai 1 tee !-, u
glass of water a: -unrisc, as their mothers did.
The Directors o! t" e Ai xundna Library h- <1

a mectinir m S turdar i iiiiit. hu: transacted no
business ol public interest.

Attention is ir c .. i t> the change of h >u:-
for opening and cl .sine the mails.
The Corporation .ilFiC' rs, polic.'mon, iVc , w re

paid iff to day.
TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS.

.A dispatch (r<-uj Miiford, Pa., say.- la-t
was tlie oold-.-t lor this season of tin

y. ur w-. hin the tu< m »rv of the oldest inhabi¬
tant. At 5 ''cl-M-k tli;> morning t ie' theraioui-
et'.r itjtJioaicd 27 S ur t».s. leu formed to the
th;ckne*s «>f li.if an inch. A hinh w¦ d<1 pre-
vniis. Sn-.w lull at Wucrt.wn, N V., last
nigh: t» th depth oi two inches. Tin* -torin
ext nd-d over the northern part of the State,
ami iu soil)-- piav- snow i» sill la liu<.
. Phe fuii'-ra! f the late Briuaib-r Geueral

llenry P. .Muirh- i<i took p aoc at Peniberion,
N. J . 10-d .y. l ite luiier.ii service:' Wvrec in¬

duct- d at h's rc.-i'J -nee iu Philadelphia thi-
tuorninj:, an i at 1.15 p. in a j>t-ciai train left
the North lVnu>ylvania -depot bearing the tv

mains to Peinieiton f-r interment.
.The opening of the recently construct!

win* -if tm- new edifice "1 clie Academy -t
National Se:enet*s, at ly h a id Race street
Philadelphia, tniik pi it*.; today. The history
of this academy dai»- hack to IS 12.

The Ohio Mining Trouble.*.
i\K\V \<»RK. M-ty 1 .A dispatch lr<>m ('«.!

umou.s. O .i i. ;>o h siy>: A Ijirant General
\Vik<dt Itft hen- to day for MummIIod to direct
the nj'.v.-niriit nf the :ro .p-. which haw b >. n

ordered t*> rli-- M ihoiMitir minim: r<-irion tli.*
civil authorities l.avim: adtist-d linv, Hay-. I
their inability to protect the ptoperiy of ope-
ra'ors and tin* li»es of miners who desire :.»

w ok airainsi rlie moh who liav prevented th
working ol the inin-s lor sonic time past. It
is thought tha' w.ok wiil he r« sumcd t«»-in<n
r>>w on the artival o't the militia.

v. n. c. i.
The fo'lowinir Com?i»iupon open tii

work, for the Comiui: have I" en ip

pointed hy Ihe Pre* dm, under the i< > nti >n

passed at. the April merlin*:, and ordered lu if

PuI»11 -111.d in the Alexandria Gaz t'e;

SA15I5ATM I'l'KN AIU MKKTI%'<:».

I.s7 Division. /htisi"ii.
K. 11. I I ikvklio. II.Z.U ill U .1 ij.
Rev. W. S. P nick, W. I*. Herbert,
llezekiah Patton, .). .1 Lloyd,

I.O'Neal, K v. Will. Webb,
.las. K twi>.r. jr., II- v. Win. M. Dune,
K. 1'. Witmer, W m. 11. d-tikius,
II. W. U.-aOie, Win. lindens,
.Jas. It. I 'alon. I ho.-. hyb'S.
Rev. IV. Nichols, (i'-ortre I'.inch.
T. I>. Ilodukin, M. Ihi-c!!,

K v. d. II. Wauch.
WKKK NhillT SKKVH'K.

II. W. Beadle, I. <*. (fN al.
I). li Sfanslmry. I'l. II. 11 **kins
|j.-f j D. Stalling-, da.- Ivitwisb'. j:-.
11(7. krili Patton. R'*v. I >r. .1. »f. Unlock,
W. Li. Herbert. K'-v. Win. >1. Dame,

(j, |1. II fiki'N.
.1 \- KnTVVISI.K dIt.. 1 Jfn. See.

it it r nitons,

I) 11 KISS GOODS..
.In?t received

2s' K W ST V L ES < > H 1) K KSS < ."< 'DS,

IN DAM ASSK,
,-TKIPED,

1'LA.ID Hfi'i
PLAIN.

A !s<> now stylo- of

PAliAS'>LS ANlJ SL'N L*MUKKLLAS,
C-hfRp »t

IJ<. Itli.VUlEKI 'I'V
>'U. 112 KLNG sTKKET,

np 21 Adjoining tbo .Marshal House.

KY GOODS! |>KY OOODrt I

DKY G'»odsI
Good Goods and (»lien Saiei-Ttic He«t .tape
and F»ney StoeK in th«* city Grei*l '

in Bu^intss New Go d- per bxp
New York.We b> 'y O "'P; l'-1''"

Department Ku!i >»ti I Compie.",
Goods sold at Down l'ric«s- Goods f ^ »

frv Merelmnt8 nt Bnltirnore 1 rice!|, ..^ -

CALICOES 5c. .

C"I"10.V
Black Goods h .SpecUiliy

1>. D. BKASiJfcAK.
H. B. II.wines. No. l"'J Km^ etre-:.

ap 12 A'"x^

144 Protzfclder Jc Go.
('fl'-r (*rent Barium? in

CASSIM K K ES for Men and B- yf ^ (

IvHrije iiries ol BI-ACIv ALiI ACA. k
Li AI K.^, iij Kich Blue, Black »ml
at extremely low prices. ..... u,,Uiriit

BLACK. SILKS! BLACh.MLK.-l
the inte New Y<»rk miction H,"d
we will S'*l 1 »t AUCTION! hl«- |V | > (* (' KI >

UN LA UN DKIKD SHlKT.^ AT KKDl
.. l'ljPlj' N A I'-

A small 'ot of double wi lt« I r.fl
PACA.S in new .^prii.g rhf»J«-- *>¦

A.tyl.,s lbkss

A7jrf.tWil.TK G.."US. BMBB..IBK-
BIBS. Clo ).|U|/1KI|,K.t.V <<>...
mh 15-tf No. l4I

10FKKES.A full line at reduced r»te= J"

D

C
mh 21

received by .. ..j. Si )N.
. 23 GEO. McBUKNt* «*.


